
     Family Pathways Staff Newsletter 

MARCH 2022 

March rings in Spring with hope and promise of more sunlight, nicer weather, 
and revitalization for plants and trees. March is also a time for hope and prom-
ise for our food shelves and programs with the start of the MN Foodshare pro-
gram. This is a time organizations, businesses, faith communities, and individu-
als come together to replenish our food shelves and educate people on the 
effects poverty has on Minnesota families. I encourage our staff and volunteers 
to visit and share the various ways one can support or host a food and fund 
drive locally at www.familypathways.org and click on ‘March Foodshare’ link. 

 Thank you for helping our neighbors and each other every day! 
Tony B. 

• Connecting with Leadership 

• Mission Moment 

• Connecting with Staff 

• Staff Spotlight 

• Connecting with Community 

• Thrift Store Updates 

• Connecting with Volunteers 

• Connecting with Yourself 

• Open Positions 

Connecting with Staff 

Updates and Information 

New hires: Welcome to Madeline Christensen 

(Shelter Advocate), Ellen Rosenow (Lindstrom Thrift 

Store), Kelly Kulyas (Wyoming Thrift Store), Ellissa 

Metz (Forest Lake Thrift Store), Jessica Grythe (Aging 

Services Coordinator), Emerald Roemer (Onamia 

Food Shelf/Thrift Store), Angela Western (Visitation Monitor), Jada Loun, Dixie Lyman (Hinckley Thrift Store), Julia Han-

son, and Brett Carey (Ham Lake Thrift Store.)  We’re glad you’re here!  

Work Anniversaries:  Congratulations to Bradley Cavallin (15 years!,) Juliana Chapeau (5 years,) Allison Chilson, An-

gie Detert (5 years,) Cathy Kirk, Amanda Kurz, Rhonda Nelson, Evan Peters, Candice Polchow, and Kathryn Stene on 

their March work anniversaries! 

Mission Moment 

12 girls from 2 Girl Scout troops attended a recent 

Dementia Friends session for youth. Several knew of 

someone who was living with dementia. The girls 

were very much engaged with the session. One girl 

commented, “I am glad to learn why 

my Grandpa talks the way he does, and now I know 

a little bit on how to talk to him, I am not so afraid as 

I was.”  

Staff Spotlights from the Forest Lake Thrift Store: 

On Saturday, February 26, Rhonda received a phone call from 
a donor stating how awesome and hard working the staff 
were at FLTS. He was buying pizzas for the staff and the pizzas 
would be delivered in 5 minutes. Rhonda told him how won-
derful and thoughtful of a gesture this was and that this had 
never been done for them before. Sure enough, right-on-time 
the pizzas were delivered in Sebastian’s name (Studier). Kudos 
to Sebastian for awesome customer service at the donation 
door – he earned lunch for everyone.  
Also from the Forest Lake Thrift Store, a shopper called to ex-
press how impressed she was by Jodi and Justin. It was Jodi’s 
first day (she is a returning employee) and the compliment for 
her was how exceptional her customer service was as a cash-
ier. Justin was complimented because he was very friendly 
and welcoming; he came up to the register and introduced 
himself to Jodi and said he had heard wonderful things about 
her and wanted to welcome her to the team. 

Connecting with Community 
 

• The March Campaign has begun! Family Pathways once again joins the 

March FoodShare Campaign, the largest grassroots food and fund drive in the 

state. Every year this campaign brings together community organizations, 

businesses, individuals, and faith communities to help stock nearly 300 food 

shelves statewide, including Family Pathways Food Shelves. We receive a fi-

nancial incentive from the FoodShare Campaign for the donations we receive 

through April 10th! 

SAVE THE DATES: 
• Barn Bash—May 25th 5-8pm @ Erickson Farmstead in Isanti 
Our biggest fundraising event of the year! We’re back in person for 2022 with an amazing event planned. Check 
out the website for more details 
• Women’s Empowerment Luncheon— October 22, 2022 11:30 AM @ Maranatha Church, Forest Lake 
Also back in person this year is this inspiring event to benefit our Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services  
• Learn about Legacy Giving Event—Wednesday, April 27, 2022 10am-11am @ Chisago Lakes Area Library  
A new event in partnership with the Initiative Foundation to share the benefits of legacy giving 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.familypathways.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJenniferB%40familypathways.org%7C3e16c6510f3f4e610a1508d9fc67b715%7C63774ea81c2745febae820af345e37df%7C0%7C0%7C637818344676986946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d


Connecting with Yourself: Wellness  
 
Checklist of Common Tax Return Errors 
The following checklist may help you avoid common errors: 

• Submitting your tax return electronically ensures greater accuracy than mailing your return. The e-file system often de-
tects common errors and rejects your tax return, sending it back to you for correction. This could save you delays in pro-
cessing your tax return. For more information, click on e-file here: https://www.irs.gov/filing/e-file-options. 

• Did you choose only one correct filing status? See What Is My Filing Status? at https://www.irs.gov/help/ita/what-is-my-
filing-status. 

• Did you check the appropriate exemption boxes for your personal, spousal, and dependency exemptions? 

• Did you enter the total number of exemptions? Review Personal/Spousal Exemptions and Dependency Exemptions to 
find out if you qualify. 

• Did you enter the names and taxpayer identification numbers for everyone listed on your return? If using Social Security 
numbers, they must be entered exactly as those names and numbers appear on each person's Social Security card. If 
there have been any name changes, be sure to contact the Social Security Administration at SSA.gov, or call it at 800-
772-1213. 

• Did you enter your income on the correct lines? 

• Did you calculate deductions and credits correctly, put them on the right lines, and at-
tach the necessary forms or schedules? 

• Did you put brackets around negative amounts? 

• If you're taking the standard deduction and checked any box indicating either you or 
your spouse were age 65 or older or blind, did you find the correct standard deduction 
using the chart in the Form 1040 Instructions or the Form 1040A Instructions? 

• Did you figure the tax correctly? If you used the tax tables, did you use the correct col-
umn for your filing status? 

• Did you sign and date the return? If it's a joint return, did your spouse also sign and date 
the return? 

• If you received an IP PIN (Identity Protection PIN) from the IRS, see "Identity Protection PIN" in the instructions for your 
form and The Identity Protection PIN (IP PIN) page. 

• Do you have a Form W-2 from each of your employers, and did you attach Copy B of each Form W-2 to your return? If 
you have more than one job, combine the wages and withholdings from all Forms W-2 you received, and report those 
amounts on one return. 

• Did you attach each Form 1099-R that shows federal tax withholding? 

• Did you attach all other necessary schedules and forms in the order of the sequence number shown in the upper right-
hand corner? 

Find these tips and more on our Employee Assistance Program website through Health Partners at 
https://helpwhereyouare.com/ 

@familypathwaysnb LinkedIn.com/company/family-pathways-non-profit 

Thrift Store Updates 
Life is Better on the Farm – Cambridge Thrift Store Event 
Our Cambridge Thrift Store will host their annual “Life is Better 
on the Farm” sale event on March 25. They’ll feature farm-
house and country décor and apparel. 
Thrift Store Donations Needed 
Doing some spring cleaning? Our Thrift Stores are in need of 
clothing donations and household goods. We also accept holi-
day donations throughout the year. Our new partner ReSupply 
can help if you have furniture or a large loads. Go 
to www.familypathways.org/thrift-stores/donate/ for details on 
what donations are accepted. You can also book a donation 
pickup with ReSupply by clicking on the orange button on the 
bottom of the page. 
Spring Spectacular 
It’s hard to think about sunny days filled with gardening and 
outdoor activities while we’re still experiencing winter weather, 
but it’s just around the corner! In early March, our Thrift Stores 
will start rolling out spring and summer apparel, gardening 
and lawn equipment, outdoor gear and everything else you’ll 
need to greet the season. 

Do you have a mission moment, 

photo, announcement, wellness 

tip, staff person or volunteer you 

want to celebrate?  Email jen-

niferb@familypathways.org to 

have it included in the next Con-

nections Newsletter! 

Connecting with Volunteers 
• The COVID policies for volunteers have been adjusted—

testing is no longer required. 
• National Volunteer Week is April 17-23! 
• We are looking for volunteers for Sunshine Calls for Aging 

Services. 
Are you wanting to volunteer from home? Do you like to talk on 
the phone? 
Family Pathways' Aging Services Program is looking for volunteers to provide ‘sunshine’ calls where Aging Solos 
receive phone calls from volunteers trained in empathy, communication and responding to concerns. We are 
looking for volunteers in Kanabec, Pine, Mille Lacs, Isanti, and Chisago counties. 
For more information email BrookeZ@FamilyPathways.org 

Open Positions: Please Share! 

Aging Care Associate Homemaking & Door-Step 

Delivery — Princeton, MN  

Caregiver Consultant  

Domestic Violence Shelter Advocate - Cambridge, 

MN  

Food Distribution Driver -  North Branch, MN  

Food Shelf Coordinator -Cambridge, MN  

Full-Time Community Advocate—Cambridge, MN  

Full-Time Community Advocate - Pine City, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Forest Lake, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Lindstrom, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - St. Croix Falls, WI  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Wyoming, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Princeton, MN 

Part-Time Assistant Manager - Forest Lake, MN  

Part-Time Assistant Manager - Lindstrom, MN 

Part-Time Sales Associate - Wyoming, MN  

Part-Time Sales Associate- Cambridge, MN 

Part-Time Sales Associate- Princeton, MN 

Part-Time Sales Associate-Pine City,  

Part-Time Visitation Monitors - Isanti, Chisago, & 

Kanabec Counties  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familypathways.org%2Fthrift-stores%2Fdonate%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJenniferB%40familypathways.org%7C768ad899dbb54a19f73008d9f62e81b1%7C63774ea81c2745febae820af345e37df%7C0%7C0%7C6378115018979965


     Family Pathways Staff Newsletter 

MARCH 2022 

March rings in Spring with hope and promise of more sunlight, nicer weather, 
and revitalization for plants and trees. March is also a time for hope and prom-
ise for our food shelves and programs with the start of the MN Foodshare pro-
gram. This is a time organizations, businesses, faith communities, and individu-
als come together to replenish our food shelves and educate people on the 
effects poverty has on Minnesota families. I encourage our staff and volunteers 
to visit and share the various ways one can support or host a food and fund 
drive locally at www.familypathways.org and click on ‘March Foodshare’ link. 

 Thank you for helping our neighbors and each other every day! 
Tony B. 

• Connecting with Leadership 

• Mission Moment 

• Connecting with Staff 

• Staff Spotlight 

• Connecting with Community 

• Thrift Store Updates 

• Connecting with Volunteers 

• Connecting with Yourself 

• Open Positions 

Connecting with Staff 

Updates and Information 

New hires: Welcome to Madeline Christensen 

(Shelter Advocate), Ellen Rosenow (Lindstrom Thrift 

Store), Kelly Kulyas (Wyoming Thrift Store), Ellissa 

Metz (Forest Lake Thrift Store), Jessica Grythe (Aging 

Services Coordinator), Emerald Roemer (Onamia 

Food Shelf/Thrift Store), Angela Western (Visitation Monitor), Jada Loun, Dixie Lyman (Hinckley Thrift Store), Julia Han-

son, and Brett Carey (Ham Lake Thrift Store.)  We’re glad you’re here!  

Work Anniversaries:  Congratulations to Bradley Cavallin (15 years!,) Juliana Chapeau (5 years,) Allison Chilson, An-

gie Detert (5 years,) Cathy Kirk, Amanda Kurz, Rhonda Nelson, Evan Peters, Candice Polchow, and Kathryn Stene on 

their March work anniversaries! 

Mission Moment 

12 girls from 2 Girl Scout troops attended a recent 

Dementia Friends session for youth. Several knew of 

someone who was living with dementia. The girls 

were very much engaged with the session. One girl 

commented, “I am glad to learn why 

my Grandpa talks the way he does, and now I know 

a little bit on how to talk to him, I am not so afraid as 

I was.”  

Staff Spotlights from the Forest Lake Thrift Store: 

On Saturday, February 26, Rhonda received a phone call from 
a donor stating how awesome and hard working the staff 
were at FLTS. He was buying pizzas for the staff and the pizzas 
would be delivered in 5 minutes. Rhonda told him how won-
derful and thoughtful of a gesture this was and that this had 
never been done for them before. Sure enough, right-on-time 
the pizzas were delivered in Sebastian’s name (Studier). Kudos 
to Sebastian for awesome customer service at the donation 
door – he earned lunch for everyone.  
Also from the Forest Lake Thrift Store, a shopper called to ex-
press how impressed she was by Jodi and Justin. It was Jodi’s 
first day (she is a returning employee) and the compliment for 
her was how exceptional her customer service was as a cash-
ier. Justin was complimented because he was very friendly 
and welcoming; he came up to the register and introduced 
himself to Jodi and said he had heard wonderful things about 
her and wanted to welcome her to the team. 

Connecting with Community 
 

• The March Campaign has begun! Family Pathways once again joins the 

March FoodShare Campaign, the largest grassroots food and fund drive in the 

state. Every year this campaign brings together community organizations, 

businesses, individuals, and faith communities to help stock nearly 300 food 

shelves statewide, including Family Pathways Food Shelves. We receive a fi-

nancial incentive from the FoodShare Campaign for the donations we receive 

through April 10th! 

SAVE THE DATES: 
• Barn Bash—May 25th 5-8pm @ Erickson Farmstead in Isanti 
Our biggest fundraising event of the year! We’re back in person for 2022 with an amazing event planned. Check 
out the website for more details 
• Women’s Empowerment Luncheon— October 22, 2022 11:30 AM @ Maranatha Church, Forest Lake 
Also back in person this year is this inspiring event to benefit our Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services  
• Learn about Legacy Giving Event—Wednesday, April 27, 2022 10am-11am @ Chisago Lakes Area Library  
A new event in partnership with the Initiative Foundation to share the benefits of legacy giving 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.familypathways.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJenniferB%40familypathways.org%7C3e16c6510f3f4e610a1508d9fc67b715%7C63774ea81c2745febae820af345e37df%7C0%7C0%7C637818344676986946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d


Connecting with Yourself: Wellness  
 
Checklist of Common Tax Return Errors 
The following checklist may help you avoid common errors: 

• Submitting your tax return electronically ensures greater accuracy than mailing your return. The e-file system often de-
tects common errors and rejects your tax return, sending it back to you for correction. This could save you delays in pro-
cessing your tax return. For more information, click on e-file here: https://www.irs.gov/filing/e-file-options. 

• Did you choose only one correct filing status? See What Is My Filing Status? at https://www.irs.gov/help/ita/what-is-my-
filing-status. 

• Did you check the appropriate exemption boxes for your personal, spousal, and dependency exemptions? 

• Did you enter the total number of exemptions? Review Personal/Spousal Exemptions and Dependency Exemptions to 
find out if you qualify. 

• Did you enter the names and taxpayer identification numbers for everyone listed on your return? If using Social Security 
numbers, they must be entered exactly as those names and numbers appear on each person's Social Security card. If 
there have been any name changes, be sure to contact the Social Security Administration at SSA.gov, or call it at 800-
772-1213. 

• Did you enter your income on the correct lines? 

• Did you calculate deductions and credits correctly, put them on the right lines, and at-
tach the necessary forms or schedules? 

• Did you put brackets around negative amounts? 

• If you're taking the standard deduction and checked any box indicating either you or 
your spouse were age 65 or older or blind, did you find the correct standard deduction 
using the chart in the Form 1040 Instructions or the Form 1040A Instructions? 

• Did you figure the tax correctly? If you used the tax tables, did you use the correct col-
umn for your filing status? 

• Did you sign and date the return? If it's a joint return, did your spouse also sign and date 
the return? 

• If you received an IP PIN (Identity Protection PIN) from the IRS, see "Identity Protection PIN" in the instructions for your 
form and The Identity Protection PIN (IP PIN) page. 

• Do you have a Form W-2 from each of your employers, and did you attach Copy B of each Form W-2 to your return? If 
you have more than one job, combine the wages and withholdings from all Forms W-2 you received, and report those 
amounts on one return. 

• Did you attach each Form 1099-R that shows federal tax withholding? 

• Did you attach all other necessary schedules and forms in the order of the sequence number shown in the upper right-
hand corner? 

Find these tips and more on our Employee Assistance Program website through Health Partners at 
https://helpwhereyouare.com/ 

@familypathwaysnb LinkedIn.com/company/family-pathways-non-profit 

Thrift Store Updates 
Life is Better on the Farm – Cambridge Thrift Store Event 
Our Cambridge Thrift Store will host their annual “Life is Better 
on the Farm” sale event on March 25. They’ll feature farm-
house and country décor and apparel. 
Thrift Store Donations Needed 
Doing some spring cleaning? Our Thrift Stores are in need of 
clothing donations and household goods. We also accept holi-
day donations throughout the year. Our new partner ReSupply 
can help if you have furniture or a large loads. Go 
to www.familypathways.org/thrift-stores/donate/ for details on 
what donations are accepted. You can also book a donation 
pickup with ReSupply by clicking on the orange button on the 
bottom of the page. 
Spring Spectacular 
It’s hard to think about sunny days filled with gardening and 
outdoor activities while we’re still experiencing winter weather, 
but it’s just around the corner! In early March, our Thrift Stores 
will start rolling out spring and summer apparel, gardening 
and lawn equipment, outdoor gear and everything else you’ll 
need to greet the season. 

Do you have a mission moment, 

photo, announcement, wellness 

tip, staff person or volunteer you 

want to celebrate?  Email jen-

niferb@familypathways.org to 

have it included in the next Con-

nections Newsletter! 

Connecting with Volunteers 
• The COVID policies for volunteers have been adjusted—

testing is no longer required. 
• National Volunteer Week is April 17-23! 
• We are looking for volunteers for Sunshine Calls for Aging 

Services. 
Are you wanting to volunteer from home? Do you like to talk on 
the phone? 
Family Pathways' Aging Services Program is looking for volunteers to provide ‘sunshine’ calls where Aging Solos 
receive phone calls from volunteers trained in empathy, communication and responding to concerns. We are 
looking for volunteers in Kanabec, Pine, Mille Lacs, Isanti, and Chisago counties. 
For more information email BrookeZ@FamilyPathways.org 

Open Positions: Please Share! 

Aging Care Associate Homemaking & Door-Step 

Delivery — Princeton, MN  

Caregiver Consultant  

Domestic Violence Shelter Advocate - Cambridge, 

MN  

Food Distribution Driver -  North Branch, MN  

Food Shelf Coordinator -Cambridge, MN  

Full-Time Community Advocate—Cambridge, MN  

Full-Time Community Advocate - Pine City, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Forest Lake, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Lindstrom, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - St. Croix Falls, WI  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Wyoming, MN  

Full-Time Sales Associate - Princeton, MN 

Part-Time Assistant Manager - Forest Lake, MN  

Part-Time Assistant Manager - Lindstrom, MN 

Part-Time Sales Associate - Wyoming, MN  

Part-Time Sales Associate- Cambridge, MN 

Part-Time Sales Associate- Princeton, MN 

Part-Time Sales Associate-Pine City,  

Part-Time Visitation Monitors - Isanti, Chisago, & 

Kanabec Counties  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familypathways.org%2Fthrift-stores%2Fdonate%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJenniferB%40familypathways.org%7C768ad899dbb54a19f73008d9f62e81b1%7C63774ea81c2745febae820af345e37df%7C0%7C0%7C6378115018979965

